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\BSTRACT 


The occurrence of Polygonum civiculore subsp. ru rivogum in North America is coni irmed. 1 he taxon 
is a rare adventive from Europe growing in sunny, dry and trampled ruderal habitats. 


RESUMEN 

La presencia de Polygonum avicularc subsp. ru n vogum en Norteamerica es conlirmada. hs un taxon 
raro originario de Europa que crece en lugares ruderales, soleados, secos y pisoteados. 

The occurrence ol the European Polygonum aviculare L.subsp. rurivagum (Jord. 
ex Boreau) Berher in North America has been uncertain. Love and Love (1956) 
reported it from eastern North America but they did not indicate any location. 
Furthermore, their results have been generally disregarded because ol some 
doubtf ul chromosome counts, and because no specimens or vouchers have been 


Wolf 


quoted or found (e.g., Mertens Cr Raven 1965: 
preparation of the genus Polygonum for Flora of North America we have en¬ 
countered this taxon in scattered locations in North America and we compared 
it with European material. Some relatively recent European floras and treat¬ 
ments of Polygonum have preferred to treat this taxon as a species ( P. ru ri vagum 
Jord. ex Boreau, e.g., Akeroyd 1993; Do Amaral Franco &r Da Luz Rocha Alonso 
1995; Stace 1997) following the study ol Styles (19623. Nevertheless, its classifi¬ 
cation under P. aviculare is apparently the best solution (Karlsson 2000; Costea 
& Tardif 2003). It is a rare but homogenous taxon. Its extreme morphology, with 
paucif lorous cymes (1-3 f lowers), small f lowers, 2.3-3.2 mm, and narrow-ellip¬ 
tic to linear-lanceolate leaves, 1.5-5 mm wide, brings it close to P. avicularc subsp. 
neglect um (Besser) Arcang., with which it has been frequently misidentified. 
The subsp. rurivagum differs by the long ochreas, 8-12.5 mm, with strong veins 
and the free part disintegrating into persistent fibers, and by the leaves with 
lateral veins strongly raised on the abaxial part ol the leaves. 1 he subspecies 
neglect um has ochreas of 4-8 mm, with inconspicuous veinsand f ree part leav¬ 
ing almost no fibrous remains and leaves without strongly raised lateral veins. 
For differences between subsp. rurivagum and the other subspecies of P. 
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uvicuUirc Irom North America see Costea and Tardil (2003). For iconography 
see Rat tael 1 i (1082. Fig. 12), Karlsson (2000, Fig. 96). The plant grows as a rud- 
eral in dry, sunny and ol ten trampled habitats, in pavement cracks, gravel and 
sandy places. Flowering occurs Irom June to October. 

"Heal spccimensexamincd: CANADA. ALBERTA: Sol C ypress I Mils, barren I latsand roadside ditch, 
lo Aug 143 1, /:.//. Moss 46.32 (ALTA); 2.2b mi S ol bort Saskatchewan, 8 Aug 1444, E.H. Moss & G.H. 




run 0022 (ALIA, DAO); Ma-Me-O Beach, edge ol paved highway, 3 3 Jul 1437. G.H. Turner 95.35 


(ALIA, DAO). MANITOBA: Otterburne, en bordurc de la voie lerree, an nord de la localue I 3 Aug 

O 

1430,/.-/* Bo not'd 53S6ti (QLA). NEW BRUNSWICK. Gloucester Co.: near Caraquet, on riverbank. 22 
ul AH 3, W.(j. I \)re & /;. ( jOI hum 45758 (M I ). NEW FOUNDLAND. Hermitage Distr.: Harbor Breton, 
brackish pond behind beach, muddy gravelly shore, I4]ul 1484, A. Bouchard cl ol. 80250 (Ml). QUE¬ 
BEC. Comte de Bagot: St-Lie, 40 30 N. 72"34W, sous le pout traversant la riviere Yamaska; terrain 
vague, pres des piliersdu pom ducdieest de la riviere, avec Bolvgoniun ramosissimum, 12 Sep 1442, 
M. Blondeau 42/54 (QLA). Comte de Rimouski: Le Bic. prairie saumatre avec; Solicorniii, Sport ino 
points, Limoni um etc., lb Aug I4b2, Rollond-Germoin S202 (MT). SASKATCHEWAN. Regina Distr.: 
Regina, disturbed empty lot N ol Luther Care I lome, 21 Aug 2000. (7b Lcdin^hom 13707 (USAS). 
ITS. A. CALIFORNIA, Kern Co.: Breckenndge Mountain Road, at theSlorkol Lucas Creek, 18 3 3 


tn, yellow pine lorest, 2/ Jul Ne>5, b-C. Twissclmonn 11 IS 2 (CAS). Sonoma Co.: near Kenwood, 18 Sep 
10 32,/./.Howe// I07S0 (C.AS). INDIANA. Howard Co.: L ol Kokomo, in dry cindery soil. 22 I n I 1041 


4% 


Cdios M. bkOs.ti. (NY). IOWA. Marion Co.: Knoxville Twp., wet clay adjacent to water in strip mine. 
1437, I V. lUuggcn s.n. (DAO). MAINE. Androscoggin Co.: Valley ol Androscoggin River, S ol 
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Lolland, 1843, K. Turkish s.n. (CTl). Aroostook CT>.: Valley ol Meducnekeag River, roadside, 12 Aug 
1404, M.L. To nil 01 s.n. (Cill). Cumberland C'o.: Brunswick, Sep 1841, K. Turkish s.n. (GH). 
MASSACHUSE I'S. Hampshire Co.: Ryan Road, Northampton, waste ground, gravel pit, 11 Aug 1478. 
H.T. Allies SOI 74 (QLA). Middlesex Co.: N ol Woburn, 1431, G.H. Hilton s.n. (Cl I). Worcester Co.: S ol 
Royalston, 1407, /.A. Soles s.n. (GH). NEW YORK: New York City, near Van Cortland Lark, in sandy 

* * / ' j 

so 1 1 , 17 | ul 1 8 1 -) I , l:.l > Bit kiwi I s.n. (NY). Rhode Island. Providence Co.: I; I m wood, 5(1 Aug 18V 5, /./•' C.oh 
li ns s.n. (C.l I ). (SOUTH?) DAKOTA: (Augusta na?) College, 1889. j.C. Zu/jcv s.n. IDS). WEST V1RC.1N1A. 

V- * C 1 %.» _ / / - 

Hardy Co.: immediately I: ol Trout Run in cleared area leading to automatic Beacon Tower 4 Aug 

* / O ’ o 

1941, H.A. Allard 9.5,89 (IJS). 
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